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Why Atlas?
	


WHY ATLAS?

May be because we wanted to distinguish divisare from the web that is condemned to a sort of vertical communication, always with the newest architecture at the top of the page, as the "cover story," "the focus."

Content that was destined, just like the oh-so-new architecture that had just preceded it a few hours earlier, to rapidly slide down, day after day, lower and lower, in a vertical plunge towards the scrapheap of page 2.

So we began to build divisare not vertically, but horizontally.

Our model was the bookcase, on whose shelves we have gathered and continue to collect hundreds and hundreds of publications by theme. Every Collection in our Atlas tells a particular story, conveys a specific viewpoint from which to observe the last 20 years of contemporary architecture. A long, patient job of cataloguing, done by hand: image after image, project after project, post after post. Behind all this there is the certainty that we can do better than the fast, distracted web we know today, where the prevailing business model is: "you make money only if you manage to distract your readers from the contents of your own site." With divisare we want to offer the possibility, instead, of perceiving content without distractions. No "click me," "tweet me, "share me,” "like me." No advertising. banners, pop—ups or other distracting noise.

It is a different idea of the web, which we might call slow web.
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LES NOUVELLES GALERIES - ANNECY
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A DEPARTMENT STORE IN THE CENTRE OF ANNECY

The Galeries Lafayette department store building in Annecy is one of those unexpected, almost insolent pieces of architectural heritage within an otherwise relatively homogenous town, notable for its unique history.

Designed in the 1970s, the building was erected on the site with no awareness of its surroundings, heedless to context, form, alignment or density.

And this is perhaps its force: it boldly made its mark on the site, as it has also made its mark on collective memory, so much so that it now features in the list of remarkable buildings of the 20th century.

The project was ambitious for its time. Around the Galeries Lafayette building wound a perfectly circular double ring of car parking, precisely tangential with the four corners of the department store’s square volume at its centre. These two levels of parking were raised up, sitting on regularly spaced piles and providing pedestrian access to the recessed shopfront below. Pedestrians thereby came into the store beneath the car park, with no attempt at making the entrance inviting or user-friendly.

In fact, the original design catered for arrival by car; shoppers parked in one of the parking rings, which gave direct access to the shop floors.

The relationship with the surrounding urban space was also uncertain; the circular forms of the car parks, positioned at the centre of the site, were set back from the streets and avoided any relationship with the buildings that faced them. This round, voluminous, multi-storey car park was undoubtedly the first element one saw on approach, out of proportion and seeking no dialogue with the surrounding urban environment.

Despite the lack of ‘politesse’ with regards the context, the result was surprising and even endearing: a sort of symbol of an era, with a certain beauty in spite of its assertive and radical isolation.

And indeed, over the years it has become part of the city’s heritage, to which the people of Annecy have grown attached. It constitutes a powerful landmark in the city, and is seen as a classic piece of 1970s and ‘80s heritage that, as such, must be preserved.

THE CHALLENGES OF TRANSFORMATION

Commercial factors:

We started working with Citynove on the major restructuring and extension of the Galeries Lafayette department store in 2011, to create an alluring destination in its own right; “expressing the new values of tomorrow’s commerce”, in the words of Citynove. 

In all aspects, the project targets local, emotive and aesthetic, with strong emphasis on services, while integrating environmental, cultural and social factors.

The opportunity for a large extension was unique, allowing the preservation of its now historic qualities while also giving it new youth, an innovative architecture, just as outspoken but certainly more contextual.

Initially on the edge of the city, the site had progressively been absorbed by an expanding city centre. The necessity for densification was clear in the quest for the contextuality and urban quality that it lacked. Most importantly, the project needed to be transformed into a ‘city-centre’ project.

In response to these factors, we have largely reorganised some of the existing areas in order to modernise them, but we have also created a large extension to accommodate around 40 shops and restaurants, thus expanding the floor space and range offered by Galeries Lafayette.

And environmental :

The project was truly green from the outset in our desire to preserve all of the existing building. Other than a few square metres of partitions, there have been virtually no demolitions. 

As a consequence, the project was able to benefit from the renovation and extension to achieve BREEAM Excellent certification.

Porous surfaces on the site have been considerably extended, rainwater is now gathered and reused for watering the green roofs, we have planted numerous external areas, and extensive work on natural light was conducted in all the internal spaces in order to minimise use of artificial light.

Every possible opportunity was taken to ensure the building’s robust and uncommon environmental credentials.

SATELLITES HOUSING NEW STORES

Faced with these very pronounced circular forms, we did not want to dismiss them, but rather to embrace them by working on extended volumes that were also circular. The final perception is not at all one of an existing 1970s building with an unrelated extension, but rather one of a unified architecture, completely redesigned and contemporary.

The existing car park, in the form of a two-storey ring resting on piles, has been preserved; its curve unifies the entire project, and it was a natural decision to make use of the space beneath it to install the Nouvelles Galeries entrance mall, as well as most of the public spaces and facilities.

From this unifying space, several circular volumes slip in above or beneath the existing volumes of the circular car parks; they are like delicate, crystalline satellites that have reproduced in contact with the rings.

Variable in diameter, they are mostly arranged along the edges of the site in contact with the streets, making the project more visible and more welcoming; it is no longer the rings of the car park, tucked back at the centre of the site, that are initially visible, but instead the windows, entrances and café terraces that attract and lure in the public.

Five of these satellites have been built around the existing volumes, along the west, south and south-east facades. They now form a constellation of circular volumes, in which you can no longer tell which are old and which are new; the project takes on a whole new magnitude and gives the impression of absolute modernity. This was our aim: to blend the new with the existing without looking for stylistic distinction or hierarchy; to make a whole, iconic while at the same time human and welcoming.

On the west side the satellites are grouped in pairs, superimposed and slightly offset in plan. This offset is visually reinforced by the continuity of the slab edges between the two. The upper volume always cantilevers over the lower to accentuate an impression of lightness and movement.

The offset of the upper and lower satellites also enables the creation of accessible roof terraces, while the spaces below benefit from solar shading.

Between each cluster of satellites is a public entrance into the mall, enhanced by the curves that draw together in conch-like arrangements that welcome the public. These form little public squares, vibrant, light-filled, planted spaces, positioned at three cardinal points: due west, due south and due east; indicating the main axes of the central volume of Galeries Lafayette.

POROUS & PLEATED FACADES

The outer facades of these great circular forms are fully glazed.

Like glass pleats, they echo the concrete pleating that encloses the large rings of the car parks, whose openwork facade structure is formed of curved sections of precast concrete installed vertically around the rings. The effect is almost kinetic, distinguished by a regular vertical rhythm that gives an elegance and dynamism to the curving forms.

In turn, we too have created a vertical rhythm similar to that of the existing car park facades, echoing their almost kinetic dynamic.

Glass was chosen to ensure transparency and light; inset between the upper and lower concrete slabs, the glazed elements create a chiselled sequence of folds, alternately transparent and opaque. The envelopes encasing the large glazing panels are in grey anodised aluminium, a shade that is both neutral and luminous, creating a subtle play of reflections.

The display windows to the rear can play on these folds, dramatizing their effects, increasing their visibility.

Avoiding rear or blank facades was another objective, instead creating animated, vibrant facades in which passers-by glimpse the stores and their internal activity. 

Nouvelles Galeries is always luminous, day and night, with its internal animation on public display as another means of embracing the neighbourhood and nurturing contact with the people of Annecy.
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The new divisare books are small format pocket-book size, in limited editions of 200 copies, high-resolution digital printed, bound, with a hardcover, finished in fine English paper. Titles on the cover are silver foil hot stamped. We attach great importance to the tactile quality of the book as an object as well as, of course, its contents. Unlike the web that runs fast and vanishes faster, leaving no trace, Our books have the aim of lasting in time. The idea is simple: printed paper instead of pixels; we just want to invite you to get away from the screens of your devices for a moment, to sit back in a favorite armchair and enjoy a good read, in the old fashioned way.













Help us swim against the tide.

Join us in taking a stand against the short attention architecture media.

Divisare is the result of an effort of selection and classification of contemporary architecture conducted for over twenty years. Patient work, done with care, image after image, project after project, to offer you the ideal tool with which to organize your knowledge of contemporary architecture. Instead of a quick, distracted web, we want a slow, attentive one. Instead of hastily perused information, we prefer knowledge calmly absorbed. This is why Divisare is a place to perceive architecture slowly, without distractions. No click — like — tweet — share, no advertising, banners, pop-ups. Just architecture, no more and no less. If you like what we’re doing, please Subscribe. You will get full access to divisare archive and you will help us keep the lights on.



Divisare subscription is free for teachers & students

No Ads. Ever.


Find out more about why divisare exists, what guide us and what our readers say about us













Submit your projects or photo essays

Do you have a project or a photographic report you would like to see published on Divisare?

Good! Please send it and we will give it serious attention. But first read these instructions to be sure of doing it right.
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Sign up for free newsletter and get more of divisare delivered to your inbox.
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Divisare Journal is a curated newsletter, containing highlights from Divisare. We will only use your email address to send you the newsletters you have requested. We will never give your details to anyone else without your consent. You can unsubscribe at any time by clicking on the unsubscribe link at the bottom of every email. If you experience difficulty with the “unsubscribe” process, please contact us











Divisare is proudly made in rome


Our postal address is Divisare srl, Piazza Gentile da Fabriano 3, 00196 Roma, Italy - PI 15244481006

For questions or comments, please write us at: [email protected] We will respond quickly! And that’s a promise.












